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I NURSING

Why did you decide to pursue a career in veterinary 
nursing?
I grew up on a farm and have always been surrounded 
by and enjoyed working with animals. After a detour into 
the world of business I decided it wasn’t for me and was 
delighted to get accepted into the veterinary nursing 
programme at UCD. It was one of the most difficult and 
best decisions I have ever made, but without the support 
of my family, it would not have been possible: I haven’t 
looked back since.

What aspect of your studies have you enjoyed most 
to date?
Each year has been different: our first year was spent 
getting to grips with the basics and it gave us a platform 
of knowledge to build on. Core subjects included anatomy 
and physiology and animal nutrition. In second year 
we covered a variety of subjects such as medical and 
surgical nursing, anaesthesia and therapeutics but of all 
the subjects I particularly enjoyed the equine and farm 
animal modules.

What aspect of your practical training have you 
enjoyed most to date?
Third year is designed so that we are placed in the 
working veterinary environment: this gives us the 
opportunity to put our theory and training into practice. 
To date, I have completed seven weeks in a small animal 
and ophthalmology referral practice and an additional 
three weeks in the large animal surgery department of 
UCD veterinary hospital. I loved the work in the hospital: 
it was great to be out in the yard dealing with the larger 
patients. While I take pleasure working with all species, 
I enjoy working with horses the most. Staff on both 
placements were really supportive and patient and they 
answered my relentless questions and helped me develop 
many practical skills during my time there. 

Describe a typical day in the life of a third-year 
student during term time?
Towards the later end of the term you would find me 
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hunched over a computer with strong coffee completing a 
portfolio! While I was on my work placement my day started 
at 8am and finished at 4pm and my role was to shadow 
and assist the Registered Veterinary Nurses in all their 
daily duties. Each morning started with in-patient care, 
preparing patients for surgery, monitoring anaesthesia, 
and administering 
medication. Other tasks 
included assisting with 
standing treatments 
in equine patients e.g. 
bandage changes, 
clinical examinations 
and diagnostic 
procedures. While 
under supervision, 
I got to perform 
many practical tasks 
including administering 
medications, taking 
blood samples and 
performing laboratory 
tests. I also got 
to participate in 
consultations and this 
was very beneficial 
because I got to hear 
first hand the case 
history from the client. 
I found this particularly 
beneficial when it came 
to writing up my case 
reports for my portfolio 
of learning experience.

What advice would 
you give to anyone 
considering studying 
veterinary nursing?
If you are looking 
for a glamorous job 
where you can swan 
in and be fabulous 9 
to 5 then veterinary 
nursing is not for you! 
If you are hard working, 
prepared to get your 
hands dirty (literally!) 
are caring and have 

a genuine love for all creatures’ great and small then this 
is your calling. From my experience so far, it’s clear that 
my veterinary nursing career is going to be challenging, 
hard work and I will be continuously learning but, most 
importantly, it promises to be a very satisfying career 
choice.


